
• 

Requirements for Certificate of Smoke Detector, Carbon Monoxide 

Alarm and Fire Extinguisher Compliance 

The State of New Jersey requires that you obtain a Certificate of Smoke Detector, Carbon Monoxide 

Alarm and Fire Extinguisher Compliance in order to sell, rent, or lease a home. It is the responsibility of 

the owner/seller to get this certification.  

SMOKE DETECTOR COMPLIANCE 

The type of smoke detectors required for a Certificate of Compliance will depend on the type of smoke 

detectors that were required at the time the home was built. 

Working smoke alarms for all years are required to be on every level (including basement) and within 

10 feet of the sleeping room doors. 

Prior to 1978 -A minimum of battery operated smoke alarms on each level of the home. 

NOTE: If you have done any alteration or addition to home, you should have upgraded your alarms. 

1978-1983 - Electric hardwire alarms installed in homes on each level. 

1984-1990- Requires interconnected electric smoke alarms with battery backups on each level. 

1991 to present - Interconnected electric smoke alarms with battery backups on each level and in all 

bedrooms. 

Interconnected detectors = One detector is activated, the rest of the detectors throughout home sound 

Test all smoke detectors before inspection date. 

**Replacing electric smoke detectors with battery operated smoke detectors is prohibited. Defective 

interconnected smoke detectors must be replaced with compatible detectors. ** 






